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Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for 
the  year  ending  31st 
December,  1954* 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Bcdale  Rural  District  Council, 


S IR , I aim  D T Lii.  JiN , 

I have  the  honour  of  presenting  to  you  ray  Annual  Report  for  the  year 
ending  31st  December,  1954. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  OPFICERS  OP  THE  COUNCIL. 


(1)  One  Medical  Officer  of  Health  (Part  time) 

(2|  One  Sanitary  Inspector  & Surveyor  (Pull  time) 
(3)  One  V/aterworhs  Manager  (Full  time) 


STATISTICS. 


Area  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Registrar  General's  estimate  of  resident  population  (mid  1954) 
Number  of  inhabited  houses  according  to  Rate  Books  (end  of  1954) 
Rateable  Value  of  the  Area  ...  ...  ... 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rato  ...  ...  ... 

Number  of  Now  Houses  completed  during-  1954  ...  ... 


43,302  acres. 

8,190. 

2,180. 

£41,034. 

£174.  3s.  l|d 

17. 


NOTE; 


The  figure  given  above  for  the  estimated  population  includes  Members  of 
the  Armed  Forces  stationed  in  the  Area. 

E-XTRnCTS  FROii  VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE  YEfR. 


Live  Births . 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


Stillbirths 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Deaths 


Male . 

65 

_6 

II 


Female. 

63 

_a 

66 


2 

38  28 


Dfeaths  from  Maternal  Causes  ...  ... 

Ifeath  R":te  of  Infants  under  One  Year  of  A&e  , . . 
Death  Rate  of  Infcmts  under  four  we>j;ks  of  Age 
GENERAL  PROVISICN  OP  E:.aLTH  SERVICES  FOR  THE  AREA. 


Total. 


128) 

_£) 

131 


2) 

-} 

66 


Birth  Rate 

i6*7 


Death  Rate  per 
1, 000  of  the 
estimated 
resident 
population  8.03 


1. 

Nil. 

Nil. 


(a)  Laboratory  facilities. 

(c)  Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres, 
(c)  Nursing  Services. 


(b)  ihnbulance  Services, 
(d)  Hospitals, 
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GME5AL  PROVISION  OP  H.VJALTH  SERVICES  FOR  THE  7\B£A,  fOnntJ  . 

These  sorvicoa  have  continuoa  to  \7ork  satisfactorily  except  that  Hospital 
acconnoclation  for  thu  chronic  sick  is  far  bclov;  the  roquireinonts  of  the  listrict  and 
'.lion  ..  uch  cases  occur  there  is  groat  difficulty  in  obtaining  a bed  for  then. 

This  shjrtago  night  bo  alleviated  if  there  wero  norc  "Hono  Helps"  but  these 
also,  arc  very  difficult  to  obtain. 

S/KITilRY  CIHCmiSTiUCES  OF  THE  ARdL.. 

WATER  . 


1.  QUANTITY. 

The  water  supply  over  the  vAiolc  ar^a  has  boon  satisfactv,ry  '.Tith  thw  exception 
of  the  higher  elevated  places,  nonoly  Clifton,  Gobdykes,  Crakchall  and  noighbourin! 
Villages  whore  shortages  have  occurred  during  the  hours  of  peak  draw. 

To  overc^no  th^se  eifficultios  the  Council  propose  to  construct  a service 
reservoir  cf  not  loss  than  300,000  gallongs  capacity  at  Posture  Hill  near  Cov/ling 
at  an  elevation  of  480  ft.  ab^vo  O.D,  It  is  also  proposod  to  construct  a 
s.^ctional  Stool  Storage  Tank  of  not  loss  than  7,000  gallons  capacity  at  Gobdykes 
at  an  elevation  of  500  ft.  abuvo  O.D. 

^ During  the  yoar  the  water  lovol  in  the  v/oll  at  Bollorby  was  very  consistent 
ano  at  no  tine  seriously  affected  by  draught, 

2.  QUALITY. 

The  water  supplied  to  the  whole  area  has  boon  treated  by  chlorination  and 
the  quality  has  been  very  satisfactory  during  the  year,  10  sanplos  have  been 
taken  fron  fittings  supplied  fron  the  Council's  nains.  All  those  sanples  were 
fuiaairdod  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  for  analysis  and  in  all  cases  proved 
satisfactory. 

3.  CQYSUIIPTION. 

Approximate  daily  cnisunption  in  the  Bedale  Rural 

Di  s tr i c t - Noma  1 c on  s uner s . 

Loening  R.A.P.  Station. 

Approximate  daily  consumption  in  the  Loybum 

Rural  District, 


Approximate  Total  daily  consumption,  440,000  gallons. 


4.  Cg[\iNECTI0NS  /UP  IIETERS. 

^ connections  have  boon  taken  from  the  C 'Uncil’s  mains 

an^.  2o  motors  installed.  Those  are  supplying  faras  and  private  dwelling-houses 
in  the  Bcdalo  Rural  District, 

5.  ^LJNS  EXT]i\iSIffllS. 

Diiring  the  yoor  3”  mains  extensions  h(;vc  been  carried  out  at  Exelby,  /iinderby 
oiio:’s  ana  Blow  Houses,  which  will  afford  a supply  to  farms  and  private  houses  in 
those  '"roas, 

6.  FRnCTURED  .L\DJS . 

V/ork  on  fracturea  nains  at  the  following  places  has  been  undertaken  with  the 
least  possible  inconvenience  to  consuiaers:- 


300,000  gallons, 
120,  000  gallons, 

20.000  gallons  , 


Crakehall,  Well,  Langthornc,  Loening, 
Bcdalo,  Nosterfield,  Blow  Houses,  Tanfiold. 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2016  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


https://archive.org/details/b28912196 
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SEi'imAGE  MD  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL . 


During  the  year  under  r&vievf  it  has  agrdn  been  inpossiblo  to  comonce  any  new 
schonos  of  sewerngo  or  sowago  disposal  and  the  old  sowers  and  disposal  arrangements 
have  continuG-d  in  use.  Although  every  effort  is  node  to  deal  with  the  sewage  as 
efficiently  as  possible,  complaints  of  nuisance  are  increasing  in  number  and  seriousness  . 

This  applies  virtually  to  all  the  Villages  in  the  area  with  the  exception  of 
Loeroing  Bar. 

In  my  Annual  Report  for  1933 > attention  \jas  called  to  the  obsolete  condition  of 
the  sewers  in  i\iskev/  and  in  subsequent  Reports  observations  on  the  some  natter  v/ero 
nado . 

In  1938 > i't  ^^as  noted  that  plans  had  been  dra\7n  up  to  deal  with  the  sewage  from 
the  said  to\7nship,  bait  uwing  te  various  difficulties  and  frustration,  the  schene 
never  naterialised. 

Since  then  a very  efficient  and  extensive  water  schene  has  been  inst'lled  and 
this  has  intensified  the  need  for  a conplote  re-organisation  of  the  methods  of  sewage 
disposal. 

Unless  this  is  carried  out  in  the  innediate  future  a condition  will  arise  which 
will  cause  considerable  anxiety  to  the  Health  Authorities, 

The  crude  sewage  now  being  discharged  into  Bodalo  Bock  and  neighbouring  gutters 
is  causing  a state  of  polluti  jn  which,  in  hot  weather,  is  obnoxious  to  those  living 
near  and  a danger  to  children  and  others  who  use  the  stream  for  bathing  purposes. 

I fully  realise  that  the  Council  is  well  aware  of  tht.se  cunditions  and  have  taken 
all  possible  steps  to  secure  inprovenent  in  the  state  of  affairs  but  as  Medical 
Officer,  I feel  that  I must  impress  upon  the  Council  the  serious  danger  to  health 
resulting-  from  the  unsatisfactory  sewage  systems  in  the  area  and  particularly  in 
Bcdale  and  /iiskew  wha?e  the  largest  populations  exist, 

REFUSE  COLLECTION  idjD  DISPOSAL.  ' 

The  colloctit,n  of  refuse  in  the  area  has  continued  to  be  carried  uut  by  Contract 
and  the  system  appears  to  have  boon  fairly  satisfactory  although  there  have  been  a 
number  of  complaints  of  delay  in  collection  but  those  havu  been  dealt  with  as  quickly 
as  possible' in  every  case. 

Twenty-six  conversions  of  privies  to  water  closets  have  been  made  with  an  equal 
reduction  in  tho  number  of  ashpits  in  the  area.  This  work  still  cannot  be  encouraged, 
however,  owing  to  the  lack  of  sewers  and  disposal  works, 

RODENT  CONTROL. 


During  the  year  the  part-time  man  who  had  been  employed  in  connection  with  the 
above  service  ceased  working  for  the  Council  and  it  was  decided  that  he  should  not 
be  replaced.  The  service  was,  therefore,  stopped  and  occupiers  of  premises  now  make 
their  own  arrangements  to  destroy  rodents  found  on  their  premises. 

HOUSING. 

The  erection  of  Council  Houses  has  continued  and  ten  houses  wore  completed 
and  occupied,  during  tho  period  under  review.  There  are  now  one  hundred  ninety- 
throe  Council  o\7ned  houses  in  the  area.  In  addition  seven  private  houses  wore  completed 
and  two  wore  in  course  of  erection  at  tho  year  end,  fifty-six  private  houses  have  now 
b>j^n  completed  since  1943* 

Thvi-  Women's  Land  Army  Hostel  at  Lceming  Bar  which  xras  converted  to  bungalows 
continues  to  provide  comfortable  and  satisfactory  housing  accommodation, 

SLUM  CLEARAI'JCE. 

The  Aisko-w  No.  2/53  Clearance  Area  which  includes  Plows  Yard,  was  confirmed  by 
tho  iiiinistry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  during  the  year  and  an  immediate  start 
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SLUM  CLji!aRAI''ICE.  (Cont.  ) 

was  made  to  re-house  the  tenants  of  the  houses  in  the  area  being  closed  as  they  are 
vacated.  When  eventually  a sufficient  number  are  vacant  the  o’cmers  will  be  pressed 
to  coimnence  demolition. 


Surveys  and  inspections  have  been  carried  out  covering  a second  area  at 
Nostorfiold  aiid  the  Council  have  agreed  to  schedule  this  o.rca  as  a Clearance  Area. 

The  necessary  representation  will,  therefore,  be  mode  to  the  Ministry  of  Housing 
and  Local  Gov^rnmunt  for  confirmation. 

In  addition  a number  of  oth^r  houses  havo  been  inspected  and  many  of  those  ore 
being  dealt  with  as  individual  unfit  houses  under  section  11  of  the  Housing  Act,  193^* 


mPROVELifl^~T  AND  RLICQMDITIONING  OP  EXISTING  HOUSdlS. 

A number  of  applications  and  enquiries  for  grants  towards  the  cost  of  reconditioning 
existing  houses  havo  buen  received  and  grants  were  given  in  throe  cases.  The  houses 
concerned  hove  boon  thoroughly  reconditioned  and  now  form  comfortable  dwellings  with 
all  modern  amenitius. 


SLAUGHTER  OF  ANIMALS  AI0  MEL'VT  AI'JD  FOOD  MSfECTim. 


Kvrly  in  the  year  it  was  announced  that  mco.t  rationing  would  cease  and  that 
private  slaughtering  of  livestock  v/ould  bo  resumed  from  the  beginning  of  July.  The 
question  of  the  condition  of  the  old  private  slaughter  houses,  therefore,  arose  and 
thuso  were  all  carefully  inspected  and  reported  upon.  In  almost  every  case  the 
premises  were  found  to  be  unsatisfactory  end  in  many  crises  unfit  for  use  unless 
extensively  altered  and  improved.  At  this  time  application  for  a licence  to  uso 
entirely  new  promises  at  Aiske\?  as  an  Abattoir  vras  received  from  a private  company 
knovrn  as  the  Wonsloydale  Wholesale  Meat  Co,  Ltd,  Proposals  from  the  Vale  of  Mowbray 
Bacon  Factory  at  Lo<.;raing  Bar  warii-  also  put  forward  for  a nov;  slaughter  house  and 
Cooling  room  for  beasts  roid  shoop.  After  carefully  considering  all  those  proposals 
together  v.dth  the  private  premises  the  Council  finally  decided  that  the  Aiskew  and 


Leaning  Bar  preraises  together  v/ith  those  belonging  to  ¥ir,  T.  Curry  at  Aiskew  should  bo 
licenced,  one  slaughter  house  at  West  Tanfield  owmed  by  Fu-.  W.S.  Rogers  was  also  allowed 
to  continue  in  use  temporarily  - 25r.  Rogers  having  agreed  to  build  an  entirely  now 

all,  therefore,  brought  into 

in  July  and  wath  the  exception  of  these  at  West  Tanfield  are  all  very  satisfactory. 


Tho  return  of  private  slaughtering  and  abolition  of  rationing  gTvOtly  increased 
the  niomber  of  animals  slaughtered  find  up  to  10,000  animals  a month  . r^.  s .'On  being 
killed  witliin  the  district.  Largo  numbers  of  carcasos  woro  sent  out  of  th^  area  some 
going:  as  far  away  as  London. 

Tho  large  numbers  of  animals  slaughterod  hsve  produced  certain  difficulties 
regarding  m^at  inspection  but  ev.^ry  effort  is  made  to  ensure  that  no  unsound  or  diseased 
moat  is  allowed  to  roach  tho  ccansumors.  A statement  Lho\:i:'g  d:t  ils  of  animals  slaughtore 
..d  molt  cond.majiod  forms  the  Ji.ppendix  A to  this  Report. 


The  methods  of  disposal  of  condocuiod  neat  vary,  the  V..le  of  Mowbray  Bacon  Factory 
tro  t all  such  n<..:it  in  a stv^an  digester  plant  installod  on  tlio  preroise-s  and  market 
tho  by-products  thonsolvos,  tho  Aiskew  pronisos  sell  all  condonned  meat  te  dealers  at 
York  and  ell  such  moat  is  stained  befare  leaving  the  promises.  Tho  two  smaller  proiaises 
also  have  a similar  arrangement  for  disposing  of  thoir  waste. 


MILK  SUPPLY  DISTRIBUTION. 


Tho  dairies  and  milk  supply  methods  ere  generally  satisfactory,  A largi^  proportion 
of  the  milk  supplied  in  the  area  is  received  in  sealed  bottles  and  delivered  by  the 
ret'^ilers  in  the  uneponod  bottles.  Eapty  bottles  are  returned  to  tho  wholesalers  for 
clecoising. 

FOOD  SKCU?S . 

There  are  fifty  food  shops  in  the  area  thirty  grocers,  nine  butchers,  eight 
Confectioners,  one  wot  fish,  twe  fried  fish  shops,  e-ight  of  tho  fifty  are  concerned  in 
tho  manufacture  of  food  and  are  regularly  inspected.  In  <.ach  case  tho  premises  are 
clean  and  v/oll  mrintainod. 
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FOOD  SHOPS  (Cont. ) 


-> 

No  ico-croara  is  nanuf ''.cturad  in  thij  are-'  but  n nunbor  of  prornisos  aro  registered 
under  the  Food  and  Drugs  /ict,  1938*  Tho,se  shops  sell  the  ico-crean  in  the  unopened 
containers  or  wrappers  in  which  it  is  received  fron  the  makers. 

P.REVALDNCE  OF  AND  C ON TROL  QVEfi  IM^EGTIQUS  i'ii^D  OTHER  DISEASES . 


itLsoase . 

1 

Total  Cacos. 

Doa’ths. 

Rnounonia 

15 

2 

Scarlet  Fever 

4 

Nil 

1 Erysipelas 

3 

Nil 

Ivloaslcs 

32 

Nil 

Poliomyolitis 

1 

Nil 

Diphtheria 

Nil 

- 

Whooping  Cough 

20 

Nil 

Food  Poisoning 

i 

No  cases  notified. 

— 

TUEERCULOSIS. 

Now  Caso3  and  Mortality  during  19^34. 


New  Cases  Deaths . 


iWe  Periods.  Rcsoiratorv 

! 

Non-Rospiratory  1 

Respiratory 

Non-Respiratorv 

iVialo  'Female 

ivinle 

Female 

' M'i.le 

Fonalo 

Male 

Female 

0 

1 

5 1 

13  1 

25 

35 

45 

55 

63  & 

upwards 

1 

1 

i 

1 

! 

» 

1 

Totals  2 

.....  - j 

1 

1 

i 

i 

1 

In  concluding  ny  Report,  I should  again  like  to  take  this  opportunity  of 
expressing  my  thanks  to  your  Sanitary  Inspector  & Surveyor,  Ilr.  J.F.  Dunning  and  to 
your  Waterworks  iianager,  i-!r.  J, Jameson  for  their  valuable  assistance  throughout  the 
Yerr  , 


I have  the  honour  to  be  Sir,  Madam  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  Servrint, 

ALAN  W.  HAN SELL, 

Nodical  Officer  of  Health, 
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CARC/iSES  INSPECTED  im  CQNDEl^ED.  19^4. 


Cattle 
excluding 
Cov.' s . 

Co\7S 

1 

Calves 

€ 

Sheep 

and 

Lanbs 

j 

Pigs 

Nunbor  killed 
(if  luiov;n) 

i 1,735 

123 

108 

4,762 

< 

80,930 

Nunbor  inspected 

1,735 

123 

108 

4,762 

30,000 

aperox. 

rill  disoosos  except 
Tuberculosis : Vi/hole 
carensos  condenned 

2 

1 

5 

4 

74 

Carcases  of  which 
sono  p.;  rt  or  organ 
v.a  s condorjiiod 

128 

38 

Nil 

27 

1,498 

Percentage  of  the 
nur’.ber  inspected 
affected  with  disease 
other  than 
tuberculosis 

7*49 

Nil 

4.63 

•65 

1*194 

Tuberculosis  only: 
Whole  c .rcases 
condo;  lied 

5 

4 

1 

1 

Nil 

27 

1 

Carcases  of 
1 which  sono  part 
' or  organ  was 
condo.  ;jiud 

187 

59 

Nil 

Nil 

3,003 

Percentage  of  the 
nunbor  inspoctc-d 
affected  with 
tuberculosis 

11*  o6 

51*22 

•92  j 

Nil 

3*398 

